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Abstract. Virtual reality (VR) has become a key tool in education, although some students still
struggle with focus, leading to high dropout rates. The goal of this research was to create a
more engaging and effective learning environment through immersive technology, but high costs
remain a barrier for low-budget educational institutions. This study evaluates the implementa-
tion of an open-source immersive VR (IVR) solution for education, combining OpenSimulator,
Firestorm VR, SteamVR and Meta Quest 2, as a cost-effective alternative to commercial plat-
forms. Through systematic hardware benchmarking, we demonstrate a cost reduction compared
to commercial solutions while maintaining high performance through optimized hardware con-
figurations. Comparative analysis reveals that open-source solutions offer superior customization
and privacy control, although they require greater technical experience for implementation. These
findings provide actionable guidelines for institutions adopting IVR, balancing performance and
affordability.

Keywords: Immersive virtual reality, Metaverse, Meta Quest 2, OpenSimulator, Open-source,
3D virtual world

1 Introduction

Current education systems confront significant challenges to keep students engaged in
digital learning spaces, leading many institutions to explore immersive technologies
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like VR. Although VR shows great promise for creating interactive educational experi-
ences, high costs make it difficult for most institutions to implement. Studies show that
bringing VR into classrooms requires expensive equipment, specialized software, and
teacher training (Radianti et al., 2020). This creates an unfair situation where only well-
funded institutions can afford these advanced tools, while others fall further behind, a
pattern that research confirms widens existing educational gaps (Pellas et al., 2021).

A significant factor behind the growing interest in immersive technologies is the
evolving profile of today’s learners. Empirical evidence shows that contemporary stu-
dents tend to exhibit shorter attention spans, stronger preference for active learning,
and higher expectations for interactive digital environments (Makransky and Lilleholt,
2018 ; Parong and Mayer, 2018 ). Traditional 2D interfaces often fail to provide the level
of engagement required to maintain attention and promote deep learning. In contrast,
immersive VR (IVR) enhances presence, embodiment, and cognitive focus, offering a
promising alternative for addressing attention-related disengagement.

Open-source 3D virtual world such as OpenSimulator represent an opportunity for
higher education institutions seeking to adopt immersive technologies without the pro-
hibitive costs typically associated with commercial IVR platforms. These environments
allow the creation of large-scale, customizable virtual campuses that can be accessed
with low-cost consumer-grade VR headsets.

Despite the potential of IVR technologies, previous research has rarely addressed
how institutions with restricted budgets can transition from conventional 2D/3D plat-
forms to fully immersive environments. We examine not only the pedagogical benefits
of IVR but also the economic and technical feasibility of deploying open-source VR
solutions in resource-constrained institutions.

This work proposes a methodological framework for transitioning from non-immersive
and semi-immersive systems to fully immersive virtual reality environments using open-
source tools (OpenSimulator, Firestorm VR) and affordable hardware (Meta Quest 2).
The framework includes benchmarking of performance parameters, evaluation of cost -
effectiveness, and identification of minimum hardware specifications required to ensure
fluid and comfortable immersive experiences.

In summary, this study aims to provide a replicable roadmap for higher education
institutions to adopt IVR environments using open-source technologies, while address-
ing three key dimensions: (1) pedagogical alignment with current learner needs, (2)
technical performance and hardware feasibility, and (3) cost-effectiveness supported
by pricing sources. This approach positions the research as a practical and equitable
solution for institutions seeking to modernize their digital learning ecosystems under
financial constraints.

1.1 Non-immersive virtual reality to immersive virtual reality

Due to technological limitations and high costs, VR was largely confined to specialized
fields such as medical simulation, flight simulators, and industrial design, making it
inaccessible to most people. Attempts to popularize VR in the 1990s, such as Nintendo’s
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Virtual Boy and Sega’s VR, ended in commercial failure. However, recent advances in
mobile and wearable technologies, now more accessible and affordable, have brought
us to what some consider a defining moment for VR (Huggett, 2020).

VR is a technology designed to transport users into digitally constructed environ-
ments, commonly referred to as the metaverse. This technology creates a compelling
sense of physical presence, defined as the psychological perception of ‘being there’
within a computer simulated space (Lyu et al., 2023). VR achieves this through expe-
riential interaction with simulated environments, that replicate physical reality using
specialized interfaces, including head-mounted displays (HMDs), motion controllers,
and haptic feedback systems (Fusaro, 2025). VR systems can be categorized into three
distinct modalities based on immersion levels: non-immersive, semi-immersive, and
immersive (Fig. 1) (Salatino et al., 2023). Non-immersive, the most basic form, uti-
lizes standard desktop computers where users observe virtual environments through
a screen interface and interact via traditional input devices like keyboards or mouse,
an approach that generally offers limited user engagement. Semi-immersive systems
represent an intermediate level, employing advanced graphics workstations to deliver
enhanced spatial presence while maintaining some connection to the physical environ-
ment. The highest level, fully immersive, provides complete environmental engagement
through HMDs or similar head-coupled devices, creating the most authentic simulation
of virtual spaces by surrounding the user’s visual field and tracking head movements in
real-time. (Ibrahim and Juhari, 2019; Salatino et al., 2023; Stracke et al., 2025). Fully
immersive systems also enable spatial and embodied learning, which is particularly
beneficial for tasks requiring complex visualization or kinesthetic engagement (Wu et
al., 2020).
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Fig. 1. Non-immersive, semi-immersive and immersive modality (Stracke et al., 2025).

However, the transition toward higher levels of immersion is constrained by finan-
cial and infrastructural limitations. High-end HMDs (e.g., Valve Index, HTC Vive Pro)
require powerful computers and represent a substantial investment for many institu-
tions.

Unlike conventional virtual platforms or 2D multiplayer online games, IVR sys-
tems employ advanced technological components to create a deeply engaging experi-
ence. These systems integrate high-precision motion tracking sensors and robust graph-
ics processing units to generate uninterrupted stereoscopic visuals displayed through
HMDs (Won et al., 2023). This technical configuration enables real-time synchroniza-
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tion between user movements and virtual environment responses, producing a height-
ened sense of spatial presence unattainable through traditional screen-based interfaces.

In contrast, open-source platforms such as OpenSimulator offer a cost-efficient en-
try point into immersive learning. When combined with affordable consumer devices
such as the Meta Quest 2, institutions can achieve an effective transition from non-
immersive or semi-immersive environments to fully immersive VR while minimizing
costs and maintaining pedagogical quality.

1.2 Immersive vision and technological transition

The VR market offers diverse HMDs catering to different needs and budgets. Stan-
dalone headsets like the Meta Quest 3 (Meta, 2025) provide wireless freedom with
integrated processors, while PC-tethered systems such as the Valve Index (Valve Corpo-
ration, 2019) deliver high-fidelity graphics for advanced users. Enterprise-focused de-
vices (Varjo XR-4 series) offer industrial-grade precision for professional applications
(Varjo, 2023). Recent advancements in mixed reality (Apple Vision Pro) blur bound-
aries between physical and digital environments (Apple Inc., 2024). Cost-effective op-
tions like PICO 4 (PICO Interactive, 2022) compete in the consumer segment, though
performance varies significantly across price tiers.

The transition from conventional 2D/3D interfaces to fully immersive experiences
with open-source software presents distinct technological and perceptual challenges.
The goal is achieving what researchers’ term ‘unconscious presence’, a state where
users become so thoroughly immersed that they cease to perceive the virtual environ-
ment as artificial (Gongalves et al, 2021). This phenomenon represents the gold standard
for VR systems, yet its attainment requires careful attention to multiple interdependent
factors.

Three critical components emerge from the literature as fundamental to this tran-
sition. First, high-quality visual representation forms the foundation of immersion, re-
quiring exceptional graphic fidelity, realistic textures, and precise spatial rendering to
create convincing virtual spaces (Chessa et al., 2016; Mastrolembo Ventura et al., 2022).
Second, accurate positional and motion tracking proves essential, as even minor latency
or inaccuracies in head and body tracking can disrupt the illusion of presence and po-
tentially induce simulator sickness (LaViola, 2000). Third, spatially rendered 3D audio
significantly enhances immersion when properly synchronized with visual events, with
studies demonstrating its role in reinforcing spatial awareness and emotional engage-
ment (Cabero Almenara and Puentes Puente, 2023; Sosa Jiménez et al., 2020).

To systematically examine these requirements, we conducted a comprehensive re-
view of IVR literature, incorporating foundational studies and recent technological
advancements (Chessa et al., 2016; Dong and Lee, 2022). This synthesis reveals that
achieving unconscious presence depends not merely on individual system components
performing optimally, but on their seamless integration and synchronization within the
virtual environment.
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Overall, immersive vision represents a critical stage in the evolution of digital learn-
ing environments. By examining the technical foundations of immersion and aligning
them with learner characteristics and institutional constraints this revised section pre-
pares the rationale for the open-source implementation detailed in the methodology.

1.3 Immersive virtual reality for education

As an implementation of VR technology, OpenSimulator emerges as a free 3D virtual
world platform specifically designed for educational institutions across all academic
levels, from K12 schools to universities. This tool facilitates a paradigm shift in knowl-
edge transfer by integrating VR and immersive technologies to create engaging learning
experiences. As Martinez-Gutiérrez et al. (2024) highlight, this tool provides a virtual
world where students can freely explore while simultaneously interacting with their
teachers, enabling collaborative discovery of new learning horizons. In this context,
virtual worlds serve as a complementary, transferable, and effective alternative for en-
hancing student-instructor interaction and immersive learning experiences.

Open-source platforms such as OpenSimulator provide a viable foundation for edu-
cational institutions seeking to deploy IVR without incurring the high costs associated
with commercial metaverse solutions. These platforms support customizable virtual
campuses, collaborative learning spaces, and multi-user simulations, all while avoiding
licensing fees and offering broad interoperability with diverse hardware and software
ecosystems.

OpenSimulator distinguishes itself through its modular architecture and high degree
of configurability. The platform enables both end-users and developers to configure the
software to meet specialized needs, facilitating diverse implementation use cases (Tlili
et al., 2022). This versatility makes it especially suitable for applications ranging from
pedagogical simulations and vocational training modules to virtual collaboration hubs
and interactive entertainment systems (Saenz, 2025).

OpenSimulator’s versatile architecture embodies many key characteristics that lead-
ing experts associate with metaverse development. Industry leaders have conceptualized
the metaverse through complementary perspectives. Zuckerberg (2021) characterizes it
as a persistent, 3D digital ecosystem that blends virtual and augmented reality (AR)
to enable novel forms of social interaction and shared presence across geographical
boundaries. Similarly, Sweeney (2021) of Epic Games describes it as an evolving net-
work of interoperable virtual spaces supported by common technical standards, where
users collectively generate and experience digital content across gaming, education, and
social domains.

Previous studies demonstrated that IVR environments yield significantly better learn-
ing outcomes than traditional instructional methods like lectures or low-immersion me-
dia. These comprehensive studies indicate a moderate effect size advantage for IVR
across various educational contexts, suggesting its potential as a transformative peda-
gogical tool (Hamilton et al., 2021; Wu et al., 2020). The increased sensory engagement
and spatial presence afforded by IVR systems appear to facilitate knowledge reten-
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tion and conceptual understanding more effectively than conventional two-dimensional
learning formats.

Despite these advantages, institutions must consider several challenges before inte-
grating IVR into educational programs. Performance bottlenecks, hardware limitations,
and connectivity issues can affect the quality of immersive experiences.

Finally, the transition toward IVR is influenced by cost considerations related to
hardware acquisition. Devices such as Meta Quest 2 provide an affordable entry point,
with publicly documented pricing available from Meta’s official platform (Meta Sup-
port, 2025). In contrast, enterprise-oriented HMDs like the Varjo XR-4 exceed USD
3,000 and require high-end workstation hardware.

1.4 Study objectives

This study aims to develop and document a reproducible implementation framework
for adapting open-source 3D virtual worlds (OpenSimulator) to IVR in the educa-
tional field, using consumer hardware (Meta Quest 2) and modified open-source viewers
(Firestorm VR).The proposed framework addresses both pedagogical and technological
needs, ensuring alignment with the characteristics of contemporary learners as well as
the financial limitations of higher education institutions.

The research will pursue three key technical objectives to achieve this goal:

* O1: To evaluate the cost-saving potential of this open-source approach by com-
paring total expenses (hardware and software) against commercial VR education
solutions

¢ 02: To identify and optimize technical bottlenecks in the implementation process
(e.g., latency, visual rendering settings, wireless streaming) that affect educational
usability.

* 03: To establish best practices for deploying this solution in resource-constrained
institutions, including minimal hardware requirements and scalability considera-
tions.

2 Methodology

This study employed a mixed-methods research design combining quantitative hard-
ware benchmarking with qualitative usability analysis to evaluate the feasibility of
implementing an open-source immersive virtual reality (IVR) ecosystem, focusing on
three core components: (1) OpenSimulator as the virtual world platform, (2) Firestorm
VR as the optimized viewer, and (3) Meta Quest 2 as the target HMD. Performance
metrics - including frames per second (FPS) and latency - were systematically recorded
across all hardware configurations.

As an open-source alternative to Second Life, OpenSimulator provides a robust
framework for developing and managing 3D virtual environments. The platform of-
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fers comprehensive capabilities for building virtual spaces, customizing environmen-
tal elements, and facilitating real-time interaction among multiple users within these
simulated settings. Its architecture supports the creation of immersive educational en-
vironments while maintaining flexibility for technical adaptation and pedagogical inte-
gration. OpenSimulator provides 3D visualization through conventional LCD monitors,
with user interaction primarily mediated through keyboard-based controls. This study
investigates methods to enhance interaction quality in virtual environments through ad-
vanced immersion techniques.

The central research question examines: How can we effectively transition users
from conventional 2D/3D displays to fully IVR experiences while maximizing the sense
of physical presence and natural interaction? This research question focuses on over-
coming the technical and perceptual challenges of creating seamless immersion, where
users wearing VR headsets (Meta Quest 2 in this study) can achieve authentic spatial
awareness and intuitive control. Currently, newer versions of the headset are available,
however, for this research, the Meta Quest 2 was used due to current availability, al-
though the methodology is adaptable for future HMD updates. Taking into account
hardware benchmarking and the feasibility of implementing a low-cost immersive vir-
tual reality (IVR) ecosystem, a comparative table of IVR-compatible software is shown
in Table 1.

Table 1. Comparative analysis of VR/3D world software

Software License IVR Compatibility Suitability for Education
. ia Fi . . .
OpenSimulator Open-source Via Firestorm Highly flexible and scalable; ideal
VR Mod R
for low-budget institutions
(OpenSimulator, 2024).
Second Life Free/ Limited Useful for exploration but not

Commercial ~ (no native IVR) optimal for IVR teaching (Linden

Lab., 2024).
Partial

Mozilla Hubs Open-source (WebXR)

Highly accessible; limited graphic
fidelity (Mozilla, 2024).
ENGAGE XR Commercial Native IVR Strong for enterprise training;
expensive for large classes

(Engage XR, 2025).

ClassVR / Eduverse Commercial Native IVR Good plug-and-play solution but
costly and proprietary (ClassVR,
2025).

Unity + VR Toolkit IE;?S tier / Native IVR Excellent for custom experiences;

requires advanced skills (Unity
Technologies, 2024).

A secondary question investigates: What minimal hardware specifications (GPU/
CPU/ RAM) are required to maintain acceptable performance in OpenSimulator-based
IVR learning environments? For an optimal and comfortable IVR experience, 90 FPS
is widely considered the minimum acceptable standard, with 120 FPS or higher be-
ing ideal to minimize latency, motion sickness, and disorientation (Cobb et al., 2019).
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Below 90 FPS, users may experience cybersickness, lag, and reduced presence (Reben-
itsch & Owen, 2016). Although FPS is largely limited by video processing capabilities,
a comparison of VR headsets to analyze the display FOV and some of their pros and
cons can be viewed in Table 2.

Table 2. Comparative analysis of representative VR headsets

Display /

Device FOV Cost Pros Cons
1832x1920 Affordable, Requires PC link
Meta Quest 2 per eye USD $249 wireless, easy for high-end

(Meta, 2025)

~100° to deploy. IVR.
Valve Index 144::)r><e1 200 USD $999 Excellent fidelity, re Lfllrlegsh C(())\f/te;rful
p13 OZ (Valve Corporation, 2019)  wide FOV. q Pg
. 2448 %2448 USD $799 Extremely high Expensive;
HTC Vive Pro 2 pereye  (HTC Corporation, 2024) resolution. complex setup.
PICO 4 2160x2160 USD $429 Good balance Limited availability
pereye  (PICO Interactive, 2022)  price/quality. in some regions.
Vario XR-A 2880x2720 USD $3,990 Best-in-class  Prohibitively expensive
J per eye (Varjo, 2023) fidelity. for most institutions.

This inquiry, along with parallel investigations into cost-effective adaptation meth-
ods, directly supported the development of an implementation framework for converting
open-source 3D virtual worlds to IVR educational environments.

2.1 OpenSimulator configuration

As an open-source alternative to Second Life, OpenSimulator was selected due to its
cost-effectiveness, modular architecture, and extensive configurability for multi-user
educational environments. Although is natively designed for Windows systems, this
implementation was deployed on a Linux Debian 12 platform (kernel 5.10.0-33) to
leverage its superior memory management capabilities. The adaptation process neces-
sitated the Mono Project’s compatibility layer to bridge the Windows-native OpenSim-
ulator with the Linux environment, ensuring stable operation while optimizing resource
allocation.

Mono is an open-source implementation of the .NET framework, designed to allow
developers to create applications across platforms. In this study, Mono was installed via
Debian’s official repositories, as shown in Fig. 2.

[ ] [ ] ifperaza — jfperaza@miportal: ~ — ssh -l jfperaza 148.227.3.244 — 111x49

root@Pmiportal:~# apt install mono-complete -y

Leyendo lista de paquetes... Hecho

Creando arbol de dependencias... Hecho

Leyendo la informacién de estado... Hecho

Los paquetes indicados a continuacién se instalaron de forma automdtica y ya no son necesarios.
enchant 1libbrlapi@.6 libcdiol8 libcroco3 libdvdread4 libegli-mesa libenchantlc2a libexiv2-14
libpython2.7 libwpe-1.8-1 libwpebackend-fdo-1.0-1 1ibx264-155 libxcb-utile libxcb-xf86drie

Utilice «apt autoremove» para eliminarlos.

Se instalardn los siguientes paquetes adicionales:
ca-certificates-mono libjs-xmlextras libmono-2.8-1 libmono-2.@-dev libmono-accessibilitys.e-c

Fig. 2. Mono’s project installation.

Version 6.8 of the Mono project was used, with SUID permissions enabled for exe-
cution via bash shell from the command line, as shown in Fig. 3.
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® [ ] jfperaza — jfperaza@miportal: ~ — ssh -I jfperaza 148.227.3.244 — 106x31

root@miportal:~# mono —-version
Mono JIT compiler version 6.8.0.105 (Debian 6.8.0.105+dfsg-3.3~debllul Sat Feb 18 21:28:48 UTC 2023)
Copyright (C) 2002-2014 Novell, Inc, Xamarin Inc and Contributors. www.mono-project.com

TLS: __thread

SIGSEGV: altstack

Notifications: epoll

Architecture: x86

Disabled: none

Misc: softdebug

Interpreter: vyes

LLVM: supported, not enabled.
Suspend: hybrid

GC: sgen (concurrent by default)

root@miportal:~# I

Fig. 3. Mono command line version and execution.

Once the installation process of the Mono Project was completed, a documentary re-
view was conducted to determine which database management system would best meet
the requirements of this implementation. Both PostgreSQL and MySQL were evalu-
ated, considering factors such as stability, resource optimization, and availability of
documentation.

Although PostgreSQL exhibited superior performance in benchmarked parameters,
MariaDB (an open-source MySQL derivative) was selected due to its more efficient
memory management, comprehensive documentation, and robust community support
(Zapata, 2024). While marginally less performant, these practical advantages aligned
better with project requirements. Fig. 4 illustrates the database creation process in Mari-
aDB.

Welcome to the MariaDB monitor ...

MariaDB [(none)]> create database opensim character set 'utf8';
Query OK, 1 row affected (0.00 sec)

MariaDB [(none)]> create user opensim identified by '**ssssskskxt
Query 0K, 0 row affected (0.00 sec)

MariaDB [(none)]> grant all privileges on opensim.* to opensim;
Query 0K, 0 row affected (0.00 sec)

MariaDB [(none)]> flush privileges;

Fig. 4. Database creation in MariaDB.

The OpenSimulator platform was installed according to the following procedure:
First, a directory was created within the home folder of a non-administrative user ac-
count. The latest stable release (v4.2) was obtained from the official GitHub repository.
After extracting the compressed files, the source code directory was accessed, and the
compilation process was executed using default build parameters (Olivarria Gonzélez
et al., 2023). This installation approach was adopted to preserve system security while
guaranteeing compatibility with the experimental environment. The compilation pro-
cess is illustrated in Fig 5.
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@® [ ] jfperaza — jfperaza@miportal: ~ — ssh -l jfperaza 148.227.3.244 — 106x31

root@miportal:~/instalacion#

root@miportal:~/instalacion# mkdir opensim

[root@miportal:~/instalacion# cd opensim/

l[root@miportal:~/instalacion/opensim# wget https://github.com/opensim/opensim/archive/master.zip
--2025-07-24 23:42:08-— https://github.com/opensim/opensim/archive/master.zip

| Resolviendo github.com (github.com)... 140.82.113.4

Conectando con github.com (github.com)[140.82.113.4]1:443... conectado.

Peticién HTTP enviada, esperando respuesta... 302 Found

Localizacidén: https://codeload.github.com/opensim/opensim/zip/refs/heads/master [siguiendo]
--2025-07-24 23:42:08-— https://codeload.github.com/opensim/opensim/zip/refs/heads/master
Resolviendo codeload.github.com (codeload.github.com)... 140.82.112.10

Conectando con codeload.github.com (codeload.github.com)[140.82.112.10]:443... conectado.
Peticién HTTP enviada, esperando respuesta... 200 OK

Longitud: no especificado [application/zip]

Grabando a: «master.zip»

master.zip [ <=> ] 40.97M 10.0MB/s en 4.2s
2025-07-24 23:42:13 (9.65 MB/s) - «master.zip» guardado [42958517]

root@Emiportal:~/instalacion/opensim# unzip -qq master.zip 1
root@miportal:~/instalacion/opensim# cd opensim-master/ 1
root@Emiportal:~/instalacion/opensim/opensim-master# ./runprebuild. 1
runprebuild.bat runprebuild.sh

root@miportal:~/instalacion/opensim/opensim-master# ./runprebuild.sh [I 1

Fig. 5. Compiling OpenSimulator.

After the installation process, the initial virtual world configuration was imple-
mented through modification of the ‘MyWorld.ini’ configuration file. This critical setup
phase established the foundational parameters for the virtual environment. The config-
uration procedure and resulting parameters are documented in Fig. 6, which presents
the complete set of implemented settings and their organizational structure.

[ ] [ ] jfperaza — jfperaza@miportal: ~ — ssh -l jfperaza 148.227.3.244 — 111x49

GNU nano 5.4 MyWorl
Startup]
; SmartThreadPool is reported to work well on Mono/Linux, but
;i UnsafeQueueUserWorkItem has been benchmarked with better
i performance on .NET/Windows
async_call_method = SmartThreadPool
; recommended: false for mono / true for Windows
use_async_when_possible =false

ini |

[DatabaseServicel

; ### Set the password (again)

ConnectionString = "Data Source=localhost;Database=: iUser ID= iPassword= 101d GUidS:tru
[Network]

http_listener_port = 9600

[Hypergrid]
HomeURI = "http://148.227.227.52:9000"
GatekeeperURI = "http://148.227.3.244:9000"

[GridService]
Region_My_World_1 = "DefaultRegion, DefaultHGRegion, FallbackRegion"
Region_My_World = "DefaultRegion, DefaultHGRegion, FallbackRegion"

[HGAssetService]
HomeURI = "http://148.227.3.244:9000"

[HGInventoryAccessModule]
i1 If you want to protect your assets from being copied by foreign visitors |
;1 uncomment the next line. You may want to do this on sims that have licensed content. |
; OutboundPermission = False

[DataSnapshot]
gridname = "Metaverso FIMAZ" ]

[UserProfiles]
ProfileServiceURL = "http://148.227.3.244:9000"

[LoginService]
WelcomeMessage = "Welcome!"

SRV_HomeURI = "http://148.227.3.244:9000"
SRV_InventoryServerURI = "http://148.227.3.244:9000"
SRV_AssetServerURI = "http://148.227.3.244:9000"
SRV_FriendsServerURI = "http://148.227.3.244:9000"
SRV_IMServerURI = "http://148.227.3.244:9000"

e Ayuda Guardar Bl Buscar % Cortar Wl Ejecutar & Ubicacidn Deshacer
¥ salir Leer fich. @ Reemplazar Pegar & Justificar Ir a linea Rehacer

Fig. 6. First virtual world setup.
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The virtual world deployment began with initialization of the core OpenSimulator
system. A background session was established using the GNU screen terminal multi-
plexer, followed by execution of the metaverse environment through specific command-
line instructions. The complete command sequence and system response were docu-
mented in Fig. 7, showing the startup protocol.

L O N

opensim@gnu:~$ screen -S opensim
opensim@gnu:~$ mono OpenSim.exe

Fig. 7. Command sequence to start OpenSimulator.

Finally, OpenSimulator environment was accessed through a web browser by en-
tering the server’s IP address and the port configured in the MyWorld.ini file. For
web-based administration, the system utilized port 9000, forming the access URL:
http://serverIP:9000/wifi/. Fig. 8 illustrates the browser interface used for metaverse
configuration, displaying the administrative dashboard and connectivity settings.

<« G @  ANoseguo 148.227.3.244:9000 % & 2 @ B O & s Nuevaversién de Chrome disponible

Main menu

.. UASWorld = o=

© CREATE ACCOUNT

Login

FIRST NAME

LAST NAME

login
, forgot password

UsersinWorld: 0 Regions: 1  Total Users: 31 Active Users (Last 30 Days): 5

Fig. 8. Metaverse web administration interface.

Following the metaverse configuration and user account creation, the connection
was established from a client PC using Firestorm Viewer (v6.6.9), a widely adopted
open-source client for virtual world access. The compatible version was downloaded
according to the client’s operating system specifications (Windows 11 or Ubuntu 22.04
LTS). As noted by Lyon (2024), Firestorm serves as the gateway to virtual environ-
ments, analogous to web browsers for Internet access. Fig. 9 documents the authenti-
cation interface displayed during login to the virtual world created ‘UAS World’ using
the test account ‘Juan Peraza’.
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1 world
UAS World

é

Powered by
OpenSimulator

IJ @ ] Login

¥ Remember username ¥ Remember password

[CHIUAS World v Mode: Firestorm v

Fig. 9. Firestorm login interface.

After successful login through the Firestorm viewer, the access to the UAS World
virtual environment was established. Fig. 10 presents the customized avatar within the
metaverse, displaying the preconfigured clothing options and modified physical charac-
teristics that were implemented for user representation.

S EREEON,
&« ‘;/ 3
- g ‘ ‘; N

Juan Peraza

Fig. 10. Customized avatar appearance in UAS World virtual environment.
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2.2 Immersive VR Integration

After establishing OpenSimulator’s operational status, the system configuration pro-
ceeded with the integration of immersive visualization components. The Meta Quest 2
headset was connected through Virtual Desktop software to enable VR functionality.
This hardware-software combination facilitated the transformation of the virtual envi-
ronment into a fully immersive experience.

2.2.1 Meta Quest 2. The study selected pre-existing Meta Quest 2 headsets as the
immersive interface. The devices’ ergonomic design, high-resolution display, and sub-
millimeter motion tracking precision (Fig. 11) were identified as critical features for
sustained educational use. Unlike previous models, this standalone headset required no
external PC connection, offering enhanced portability and accessibility (Meta, 2025).
These technical characteristics made it particularly suitable for immersive virtual envi-
ronment applications.

8.8” (224MM)

N\

17.7"
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Fig. 11. Meta Quest version 2 (Meta, 2025).

The Meta Quest 2 employed an integrated camera-based tracking system to monitor
head and hand movements, facilitating natural interaction within virtual environments.
As a standalone device requiring no external computer tethering, it offered enhanced
portability while maintaining stable performance. These technical capabilities, com-
bined with access to an extensive application ecosystem (Meta, 2025), positioned the
headset as an optimal solution for diverse VR applications, including gaming, social
interaction, and immersive educational experiences.

2.2.2 Virtual desktop.

The virtual desktop implementation utilized a cloud-based desktop virtualization
service, which was achieved through software emulation on remote virtual devices.
This solution was specifically designed for teleworking applications, enabling remote
network access to documents and computing resources. Prior to deploying the virtual
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desktop infrastructure, an assessment of user requirements was conducted, and the net-
work infrastructure was prepared. The implemented system supported wireless connec-
tivity to multiple computers, facilitating various applications including media viewing,
Internet browsing, gaming on virtual displays, and PC VR game streaming. The virtual
desktop application was selected for its optimized performance characteristics, featur-
ing low-latency operation and high-quality streaming capabilities (Canorea, 2025).

2.2.3 Connecting Meta Quest 2 to the computer.

The connection between devices was established using either a USB-C data cable or
wireless transmission. Both methods were implemented, though wireless connectivity
was prioritized to eliminate potential safety hazards and mobility restrictions associated
with physical cabling. Following installation of required applications, network config-
uration was performed via a local area network (LAN), ensuring all devices operated
on the same network. The Meta Quest 2 headset was specifically connected to a Wi-Fi
6 network, achieving transmission speeds up to 9.6 Gbps. This high-speed connection
enhanced FPS rates and improved visual rendering quality during operation.

2.2.4 SteamVR and Firestorm VR setup.

The VR implementation began with SteamVR, described by its developers as a com-
prehensive platform for VR content across multiple hardware systems, including Valve
Index, HTC Vive, Oculus Rift, and Windows Mixed Reality headsets (Valve Corpora-
tion, 2025). Following installation on a Windows 11 system, the specialized Firestorm
VR (version 6.6.8 + VR Mod 6.3.3) was configured. This modified viewer, adapted
for Second Life and OpenSimulator compatibility with HMDs, employed SteamVR for
system integration.

The VR implementation followed a minimalistic design philosophy to reduce main-
tenance requirements and enhance long-term viability. Successful operation required
installation of both Meta Quest 2 and SteamVR drivers. Upon launch, Firestorm VR
automatically initialized all necessary SteamVR subsystems for headset functionality.

The VR capabilities described are based on a dual-screen split of the primary dis-
play, which is essential for VR headset compatibility. One screen is rendered per eye,
helping to create the immersive experience, as shown in Fig. 12. This feature is not
supported by the standard Firestorm client, hence the necessity of the VR version.

Fig. 12. View from inside Firestorm VR (Austin, 2022).



